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I once found myself giving a long and detailed description to my twenty-
year-old stepson about how to install a new toilet. I'd asked him to help 
me with it so that I could teach him, having only recently learned it    
myself. But the one I'd bought had a different way of mounting the tank 
and I soon found that my confident and knowledgeable lesson was 
breaking down into lots of thoughts along the lines of “now, let's see 
here...” and “let me just look at the diagram again....” It was not my           
finest parental lesson, and my son's interest was understandably          
lowering. 

At some point, it was necessary for me to give up on the text of the lesson and get down 
to the subtext of the moment, which is what was really important in the first place. Text 
and subtext are terms I borrow from literary work. The text is the actual content of the 
words. In this case, the text had to do with the setting of screws in the base of the toilet. 
The subtext is the unspoken message which is being conveyed under and behind the text. 
Nine times out of ten, or maybe all ten times, the subtext is the more important part of 
the message. For me, the subtext of my bad plumbing lesson contained several messages. 

You're growing up and I want you to be prepared for adulthood. 
I wish I'd learned more about taking care of a house when I was growing up. 
I love you, and I want to teach you what I have to pass on. 

 

That's a lot to pack into a lesson on installing a toilet, and when the lesson broke down, I 
decided I'd just tell him those things, in more or less the words I just used. These were 
not new messages to him, but they were worth saying out loud again. 

I've been thinking about the subtext of some of the things we do at church. 

We have ministry programs for children and youth = we want a safe and nurturing place 
for the young people we love. 

We have a writing group for elders = we value our life stories, and we believe that if we 
listen closely and honestly to our stories, we will hear the story of God. 

We work with outreach partners locally and around the world = all people are our     
neighbors. Even if they are strangers to us, they are relatives in the family of God. 

Those are just a few, but you get the point. These are not new messages, but they are 
worth saying out loud as often as we can. 

May God's peace be with you, 

Rev. Matt Wooster 

Trailmarkers 
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State of the Church 2014 
 

On February 1, 2014 I will begin my fourteenth year as your Senior Pastor, and as there 
has been nearly a complete decade and one-half I believe I have some observations 
about the church that are close enough to remember clearly,  yet  far enough away to be 
integrated historically. 
 
Over the past year we completed a three year process of discernment of our Christian 
values as a congregation. They are posted in our atrium.  These are value statements that 
speak about our common beliefs in following the teachings of Jesus Christ, accepting all people as        
welcome guests, being effective stewards of the faith, honoring our history and thinking progressively 
and listening to the still speaking God. 
 
The Boards of Ministry are effectively and efficiently conducting ministry programs that have served 
Christ and people.  Each board is also creating new programs to serve the needs of a changing world.  
Every program board of ministry (Education, Social Action/Mission, Deacon, Music) as well as support 
boards of ministry (Stewardship, Trustees) and the various service committees, advisory committees, 
and specific ministry groups (Women’s Fellowship, Women’s New Initiative, Men’s Ministry, Youth       
Fellowship and Elder’s Fellowship) and the Pastoral and Spiritual Care groups (Warriors’ Journey Home, 
Yarning for Peace, Stephen Ministry, Hearts In Service, the Prayer Chain) are fulfilling our covenant made 
at baptism.  Our outreach and service to the wider community is fulfilling our commitment to bear 
Christ’s witness and presence to the local community and the world.  Our participation in Rebuilding   
Together, Faithful Servants Care Center, Miller Ave UCC, Family Promise of Summit County, African Sky, 
and the numerous volunteers of our congregation that serve through the Red Cross, area hospitals, Open 
M, Good Neighbors, and others. 
 
Worship is understood as an act of reverence approaching the mystery of our faith where all are wel-
come.  Our graded choir program allows the leadership of worship to be truly a work of the people – or in 
a word – liturgical.  It is important that our children and youth be aware that they are worship leaders in 
a spiritual sense when they sing as part of a service of worship.  The worship staff; Dr. Wooster, Ms.   
Nancy Lynn Robinson, Ms. Wendy Brown, and I with the Board of Deacons Ministry build each service of 
worship around the biblical Word of God with unbridled welcome.  
 
Over the past year our pastoral office conducted 20 weddings; 26 memorial services and conducted 10 
baptisms.  These special services for families of the community are a way of living our values and    
providing a venue to put into practice our gracious hospitality.   
 

Recently we put together a Church Business Advisory Team to advise the office of the Senior Pastor in 
matters of effective church management and evangelism (marketing).  Approved by the Executive    
Council this special committee meets quarterly and assists this church through my office as I serve you 
through the Stewardship Board of Ministry, the Deacon Board of Ministry and the Trustee Board of     
Ministry.  Another committee is the Investment & Endowment Committee (I & E), formerly Wills,           
Bequests & Endowment Committee.  The purpose of the I & E is to advise and recommend the building of 
a sound foundation of financial stability for the life of this church.  While I am on the matter of church  
finance and business, we re-financed the Atrium Mortgage through Cornerstone, a financial institution of 
the United Church of Christ, lowering our interest rate and freeing us from pre-payment penalties.  We  
re-financed $300,000.00 in the spring of 2013 and with the aggressive payment program and the        
generous donations of several members, our balance as of December 2013 was $230,000.00.  The         
calendar year closed with an income to expense operating budget deficit of $300.00; however with our 
Scrips card income we moved to a positive net income. 
(continued on next page) 
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(state of the church continued) 

 
The future of First Congregational Church of Tallmadge, UCC is bright and, as I have spoken in the past, 
“Our best years are ahead of us; let’s continue to live in the present, honor the past and prepare for the 
future generations.”  In 2013 the United Church of Christ at General Synod endorsed our emphasis on 
local congregations to serve the needs of our military veterans and their families.  We continue to be a 
positive influence in the communities as well as the wider church.  In March of 2014 we will celebrate 
the 40th Anniversary of Treehouse Pre-school!  Consider for a brief moment the impact this church has 
had on the lives of the students who have been served through that one program!  Thank you for your 
loyal service to Jesus Christ through the work of this church and may we continue to serve Him           
together. 
 
The Rev. Dr. John M. Schluep 
Senior Pastor  
 

 

BOOKMARKS 

 

 

 

Happy New Year, 
 

Hope this finds all of you well and warm.  This winter weather is a good time to read some books.  As I have told 
you, we have all kinds of books in our library, just waiting to be read…there are religious, biographies, love    
stories, humorous books, family life, fiction and non-fiction and many, many more subjects.  We have a great    
library, with books to interest everyone. 
 

I did find another book by a favorite author of ours, Philip Gulley.  This one is his “Simple Musing on Living 
Well” (his words).  The book title is “For Everything a Season.”  These are his thoughts on the Bible verses        
Ecclesiastes 3:1-8.  Humor and wisdom in it; an enjoyable read. 
 

Another new one we have, thanks to a friend of mine, “Porch Lights” by Dorothea Benton Frank.  She writes 
about the “low country.”  Most of us have been there…Myrtle Beach area, MT Pleasant, Shem’s Creek, and 
Pawley’s Island.  This book takes place on Sullivan’s Island.  It’s an interesting read and will take you to warm 
sands and southern cooking plus how love of family can heal the worst of times. 
 

Stay warm and happy and take a book home to read…. 
 

Jo Hostutler 
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The Clearing Round is a presentation of thoughts about the soul repair and healing from military service 
and warfare.  Each Healing Circle begins with a “clearing round” to bring us in to the community for        
healing.  Clearing is also a term used when returning to friendly lines, a base camp, or coming back inside 
the wire.  It means “my weapon is clear of rounds and safe.” 
 
David Grossman in his book, “On Killing” reminds us that the further removed from the direct taking 
of life the less responsibility individual soldier’s feel for the killing.  He cites data gathered from    
infantrymen involved in close combat with those serving on crew served weapons, artillery, air 
planes etc.  The reason I bring this up is the reality of drone warfare.   
 
A recent news item in Christian Century November 27, 2013 page 9 states: 
When airman Brandon Bryant first began work as a drone operator, he thought he was part of a 
force for good.  After six years of working from a base in Nevada, sitting at a console with vivid and 
violent scenes of Afghan and Pakistani villages 7,000 miles away, he changed his mind.  His views 
about the morality of the operation changed when he saw a child vaporized on the screen and saw 
hundreds of people blown to bits.  He walked away from a $109,000 bonus with a severe case of 
PTSD and a final count of 1,626.  “The number made me sick to my stomach,” he said. (GQ, October 
2013) 
 
Dr. Shelly Rambo of Boston University School of Theology writes in Theology Today in the January 
11, 2013 edition an article titled:  Changing the Conversation:  Theologizing War in the Twenty-First 
Century.  The article abstract states: 
While the post-9/11 wars have reshaped war as understood and practiced by the United States,   
theological discourse about war has changed very little….These “new wars” press up against          
existing theological frameworks for interpreting war and call for different modes of thought and   
action.  Dr. Rambo states in the article the reality of the new wars:  Enemies that are not of a specific 
nationality but share a common philosophy and agenda of radicalism residing in a nation that may 
or may not be their “home.”  The new wars are more about conflicting ideologies than territory or 
resources.  It is also difficult to discern who the enemy is. 
 
Brett Litz of the Boston VA has used the term “moral injury” that underlies many of the PTSD pa-
tients he works with.  To suffer a moral injury one does not have to be a veteran of combat face to 
face or be in harm's way.  For an action to result in a moral injury the noble cause for which one 
“signed up for” is compromised as evidenced by the realization of Airman Brandon Bryant.   
 
A facet of the warrior character is the value one places on life and the honor of serving.  In my        
experience a warrior who has met the enemy on equal terms has few questions about the legitimacy 
of his/her conduct to protect and defend when engaged with an equally armed enemy combat-
ant.  When we journeyed to Viet Nam in the fall of 2010 we met many North Vietnamese veterans, 
former Viet Cong and veterans of the Republic of South Viet Nam.  Our combat veterans met their 
former adversaries and recognized one another as warrior brothers who had fought each other as 
they were directed.  There was no hint of animosity or unresolved hatred.  They had become 
friends.  Abraham Lincoln once said to a person who once questioned his kind remarks about the 
soldiers of the Confederacy when he should want to destroy them, “Don’t I destroy my enemies 
when I make them my friends?” 
 
Drone warfare needs to be examined for its legitimacy when held up to the standard of the warrior 
character.  The taking of innocent life is reprehensible to a warrior.     
 
Dr. John Schluep 
 

Dr. John Schluep 

SPIRITUAL CARE CORNER 
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Grade 3-5
th

 Lock-In RESCHEDULED 

After sending all the families a post card announcing the lock-in for the students in grade 3-5, I found 
out that there is a big event for the Tallmadge students the same night.  I really would hate to have 
the children have to choose, so I have picked another date for the Lock-In.  It will be March 7 and 
since we had to switch the date, we can have the “sleep over” part of the Lock-IN.  The new           
information:  March 7-8 from 7 PM to 9 AM.  The cost is still $5.  Mark your calendars now! 

 

4
th

 grade Communion 

On Sunday, March 2, we will be sharing communion with our 4
th
 graders in worship.  We will have 2 

classes for our 4
th
 graders, on Feb. 16 and 23 at 9:00 AM, to learn about the symbolism of           

communion and why and how we take communion here at the church.  The classes on Feb.16 and 
23 will be for our 4

th
 graders.  March 2, we ask the parents to join us at 9:30 in the sanctuary to have 

a walk though before the worship service.  Please let Wendy know if your child will be taking part 

in the communion service as well as the classes. 

 

Middle School Lock In 

We will have a lock-in at the church on Friday, February 21.  Friday, we will meet here at 6:00 PM 
and then head to Brandywine for hours of fun snow tubing!  We will return here for pizza and then 
“sleep” at the church.  The cost will be $25 per person.  That will cover everything!  Everyone 
needs a release form (mailed to you and on youth fellowship bulletin board). Please make sure if a 
friend comes, that they have a form also. 

Parents: We need help with drivers, setting up pizza, drinks and cookies brought in and the BIG 

ASK: we need parents to spend the night!  Let Wendy Brown know if you are willing to help. 

Please RSVP by February 16! 

 

Middle School Fellowship 

January is Movie Month.  During this month, we will gather in the movie theater to watch clips of four 
different movies; Bruce Almighty, Pay it Forward, Peaceful Warrior and Bucket List followed by      
discussion.  It wouldn’t be right to watch a movie without popcorn so we will have that too.  

February will be “All about me” month…not really me, but “you”.  We will be doing some fun activities 
for us to get to know you and your life.  Start thinking of things you like to do, people you like to be 
with and things you don’t like.  Plan on bringing a friend to one meeting in February too.  

See you at 6 PM on Thursdays. 

 

High School Youth 
 

Sunday Fellowship 
January 26, 7:00 – 8:30 PM 
 
Super Bowl Sub Sale 
February 2 meet in the kitchen at 8:30 AM to makes subs to support the Youth Mission Tour. 
 
Lunch Club 
February 9, 11:30 AM – 12:30 PM 
 

 

 

  

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
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PLEASE REMEMBER IN  PRAYER 
Nancy Beken 
Marian Belisle 
Joseph Butke (Kimberly’s baby) 
Kimberly Butke (Hayden Schreiber’s mom) 

Carol Carter 
Lillian Cochran 
Miriam Everhart 
Deanna Getowski 
Corinne Gorby 
Jim Kelly 
Dolores Koneval 
Julie Lewis 
Bob & Eva Lowry 
Jim Mally 
Kari Mancuso 
Connie Mason 
John Moats 

Kathy Nehrenz (George & Roberta’s daughter in law) 
Cecil Nelson  (Kathy Harris’s father) 
Jackie Parker 
Doris Parson 
Donna Phillips 
Gary Rambler 
Jon Sauerbrey II 
Betty Schoffman 
Michael Sullivan 
Betty Vestal 
Rita Wray    
Typhoon Haiyan victims in Philippines 
1st Battalion 145th Armored Regiment [Ohio Nat’l 
Guard] 
Christian Education Leaders 
Youth Ministry Leaders 
Our Youth 

The power of prayer is needed today in all our lives.  We have an active Prayer Chain at First          

Congregational .  If you have a concern for health or strength and need help from our  Prayer Chain 

please call:  Dorothy Taylor at 330.633.3008 or Karen Sauerbrey at 330.920.1285 

Condolences:   

Deepest sympathy  to Matt and Betsy Wooster and James and Sam, on the loss of  their father and         
grandfather,  Harry Craft.  Harry passed away on December 20, 2013.   A Funeral service was held on           
December 24, 2013 in New Wilmington, PA. 
 

Our sympathy to the family of Ed Getz.  Ed passed away on December 30, 2013.  A  Funeral Service was held 
at the Donovan Funeral Home on January 3, 2014.  The  Rev. Dr. John Schluep officiated. 
 

Sincere sympathy to Wes and  Stacy Ramp and family on the loss of their mother and grandmother, Linda 
Ramp.  Linda passed away on December 24, 2013.  A memorial service was held on December 29, 2013 in 
Florida. 
 

Deepest sympathy to Diane Huth and her family  on the loss of her brother Mark Huth.   
 

Deepest sympathy to Barbara Rowles and family on the loss of her mother, Grace Hausch.  Grace passed 
away on January 15, 2014.   A funeral service was held at the Clifford Shoemaker Funeral home in Cuyahoga 
Falls on January 18, 2014.  The Rev. Dr. Matt Wooster officiated. 

Betty Schoffman (now living in VA) has had a stroke.  Her daughter, Joan, is requesting that cards be sent to 
her address. 

Betty Schoffman  in c/o 
Joan West 
14113  Branched Antler Drive 
Midlothian, VA  23112 
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Stephen Ministry is Your Ministry 

 

You play an important role in our Stephen Ministry. Here is what you can do: 

 

Pray for God to bring hope and healing to hurting people through our Stephen Ministry. 

Accept Care from a Stephen Minister during your time of need. God does not expect you to bear 
your burdens alone. 

Tell a Friend, neighbor, coworker, or relative who is hurting about our Stephen Ministry. 

If you are a good listener and a compassionate person, prayerfully consider becoming a Stephen 

Minister. 

 

Are you concerned about someone you know? If so, you are encouraged to contact:  Sharon 
Harms Letzler at (330) 699-9794 or Rev. Dr. John or Rev. Dr. Matt (330) 633-4931 for more        
information. Call Ron Mitchell at (330) 633-4055 if you want to consider helping hurting people 
through Stephen ministry. 

 We currently have 4 Stephen Ministers in caring relationships.  One woman Stephen         
Minister is available to support you (in the Stephen Ministry program men support men and women 
support women). 

Super Bowl Sub Sale 

Enjoy the famous Sub Sandwiches for Super Bowl Sunday on February 2, 2014.  Order the Classic Sub with 

meat, cheese and lettuce or the Veggie Sub with cheese and veggies. 

Cost:  $6.00 per Sub 

 

Name_________________________________ 

 

Phone No._____________________________ 

 

# of Classic Subs_______________ 

 

# of Veggie Subs________________ 

 

# of donated Classic Subs ________________ (Donated subs will be shared as a gift with neighbors such as 
the Tallmadge Fire Station, Freedom House group home for veterans in Kent, and Faithful Servants Care 
Center volunteers) 

Please CUT OUT THIS FORM, fill it out, and return to the youth at the table in the Atrium on Sunday       

morning  January 26th. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS & UPCOMING EVENTS 

Rest in God: A Lenten Invitation  
  

Thursdays March 6 – April 10 

6:00-6:30  Guided Contemplation led by Rev. Matt Wooster. 

During the season of Lent, the congregation and friends are invited to a weekly half hour session 

of rest in God. Meeting in the narthex of the sanctuary, Rev. Matt will teach and lead the ancient 

spiritual practices of Contemplative Meditation and Lectio Divina. Lectio Divina is a latin phrase 

for “holy reading” of scripture. 

This opportunity for spiritual practice will open space in our lives to listen for God speaking to us 

and within us. The forty days of Lent are modeled on the forty days that Jesus spent in the wilderness, and the 

forty years spent by the Hebrews in the wilderness after the Exodus from Egypt. Both of these times were full 

of rest and listening. 

 

The Bible and the News Wednesdays, 9:30-10:30 AM in the David Bacon room. 

Each week, we discuss a different text from the Bible, and how it connects to the news of our lives or news in 

the world. Since each week’s discussion stands on its own, you are most welcome to join at any time. You 

won’t be lost or trying to catch up. Each Wednesday is a new discovery. Led by Rev. Matt. 

 

 

All God’s Children – February 4, 7:30 p.m. 

A supportive group for families and friendships with people who are gay, lesbian, transgender, and bisexual 

(GLBT) within our congregation, facilitated by Rev. Matt. Meet in the Heritage Room every month on the 1st 

Tuesday. 

 

Elder’s Fellowship News 

 

On Tuesdays at 10:30 a.m. in the library we have a writing class led by Mary Ann Romans.  Have 
you wanted to write poetry or short stories?  This class is open to our elders 65 years of age and 
older and will meet weekly through April.   
 
The Golden Tones is looking for members!  Have you wanted to sing in a choir but find evening  
rehearsals are too difficult to attend?  The Golden Tones is open to seniors 65 and older.  Rehearsal 
will be during the day and you will help in selecting the songs!   The Golden Tones will meet on 
Thursdays at 2 pm in the church sanctuary.  

YARNING FOR PEACE will meet on Monday, February 10th at 7:00 p.m. in the David  
Bacon Room. It is not too late for your New year's resolution of renewing a past skill/craft or 
learning a new one.  We welcome you whether you want to participate in the Prayer shawl    
ministry, work on your own craft, or just want to come for the conversation and fellowship. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS & UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

 

A ’tip of the hat’  to Kathy Alstrom.  Kathy was recently recognized and honored by the Akron 
ADM board with the Sister Mary Ignatia award.  Kathy worked as an RN for Mature Services and 
her   compassion, concern and patient advocacy for older adults with chemical dependency  prob-
lems formed the basis for the award.  Sister Ignatia was instrumental in caring for the less fortu-
nate and Kathy’s kindness, calm nature, and compassion emulate the spirit of Sister Ignatia.                         
These attributes were also evident in Kathy’s dedication as a Stephen Minister.  Congratulations Kathy! 

2014 FLOWER CHART 

The new chart is in place.  PLEASE sign up on the chart using only one last name and the 
number of arrangements that you are ordering.  Put the number in the highlighted  area on 
the chart.   

Example   1/19    Smith     Abbot    

Flower order forms are next to the chart in the hallway.  When you sign up for flowers, please fill out an     
order form and put the information on the form that you would like to share in the bulletin.  Turn in the 
form to the church office with your check. 

 

Treehouse Preschool Registration 

We are registering our current families right now, and we are having open registration 
on  February 4. Treehouse Preschool opens the registration for past families and     
current church members from 9:30- 2:30 on February 4 and then to everyone else in 
the evening from 6-7.  If you are a member of First Congregational Church and have 
a child that you are interested in signing up for Treehouse  Preschool, you are invited 

to do so on February 4 from 9:30 – 2:30.  You will need a registration form and the fee of $35 to    
reserve a spot in a class.  If you have any questions, please contact   Wendy Brown. 

  

2 1 

 Congregator’s will be meeting at 12 noon on     

February 4, 2014.  Lunch will be at Cortabellas on the 
circle.  Please call Barb  Stutler at 330-630-3972 if you 

have not been called. 

 Don’t forget to recycle your old cell 

phones, IPods and PDA’s.   The box is in 

the Atrium Coatroom. 
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SAVE THE DATE!  MAY 3, 2014 

The Board of Social Action and Missions Ministry is busy planning the fundraiser for our church's mission 
tours. 
 

Plan to attend a special evening at "The Starlight Diner - Remembering the 50s," on Saturday, May 3, 2014. 
Watch for more information to follow. 

News from Family Promise 

The week of December 15th, we hosted 4 families, 4 adults and 7 children at Northwest.  Since it was close to 
Christmas we had a turkey dinner and all the trimmings on Saturday night, and Sunday morning, we had 
breakfast and the children opened their presents.  They were surprised and very appreciative.  It was a good 
week, with our wonderful volunteers, Mindy/Jon Hill, Jim/Kendall Taylor, Jim/Vivian McNenny, Susan/Dick 
Schunk, John/Joyce King, Ken Caldwell, Ronda Read, Cheri/Denny Wade, Marilyn Wade, Dave Marlow, and 
Jim/Betty Cottrill.   What a good job they did, and we appreciate them very much.   

Dates to remember:  
March 9 will be our next week of hosting.   
April 10 – our 10th Anniversary -at our new location on Voris St.                                                                           
April 24   training for anyone who is already a volunteer or would like to be, and it will be here at our church 
at 6:00 p.m.  
 
Did you know?  In 2013 we served 28 families, which is low because they stayed longer than usual.  Of the 28 
families, we served 95 individuals, with 59 being children.  93% of our families were successfully housed, 17% 
moving in with relatives, 1 family left without notice, and 1 family referred to another shelter.  I think we had 
a very good year, and hope in 2014 we can serve more families. 

We have a new host church – Arlington Church of the Nazarene, so we will be on a 12 week cycle.  We      
welcome them.   

Betty 

Miller Avenue Teen Center Needs Volunteers 

Miller Avenue’s new Teen Center launches January 27! Monday thru Thursday, the Teen Center will provide 
professional academic tutoring, a nutritious family dinner, mentoring, and a range of programming to Akron’s 
most impoverished young people.  

 Miller Avenue needs volunteers in order to open its doors. Volunteers are being asked to serve two and a 
half hour shifts every other week. Volunteering entails mentoring and program oversight. For more infor-
mation on the program, what the volunteer experience looks like, and an online sign up sheet, please visit 
www.milleraveucc.org/youth-center or email milleraveucc@gmail.com 

ANNOUNCEMENTS & UPCOMING EVENTS 

http://www.milleraveucc.org/youth-center
mailto:milleraveucc@gmail.com
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WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP 

WNI 
We are looking forward to the February groups work.  AARP is on Friday  February 
28, 2014.  We are   asking for donations of food, your time and help in the kitchen OR 
money contributions.                          

  Please contact a Co– Chair:  Happy Kenepp      330-689-0378 

                  Cindie Anderson   330-983-4833 

       Christie Speicher  330-628-0151 

Carol Bell 

Terese Bell 

Roberta Berry 

Jan Breznak 

Irene Brunot 

Margaret Bumpus 

Suzanne Creswell 

Jean Dennis 

Debra Fickes 

Becky Figler 

Kathy Harris 

Amy Holmes 

Khrys Holt 

Jane Huffman 

Cathy Jenkins 

Barbara Jones 

Anita Kelly 

Alisa Kemph 

Linda Kester 

Donna Kiss 

Julie Klaus 

Glenna Kreitzburg 

Yvonne Larson 

Shirley Mayfield 

Missy Newcomer 

Bea Overholt 

Olive Yohey 

Marcia Zuravel 

Please join the ladies of WNI for a night of fun and games on  Monday, 
February 3, 2014 in the Fellowship Hall, 6:30 PM to 8 PM. A variety of 
games will be available and you’re invited to bring your favorites to 
share. Come catch up with old friends and make some new ones! Bring a friend or come alone 
– we’ll find a table and game for you! There will be light refreshments and door prizes! 
   As a service project, WNI will have Care Bags available for the ladies of the church that can’t 
get out and about. Please consider adopting a bag to take and visit with one of the special 
Care Bag ladies. 
 
 

Chairs for the event are Ginny Collins and Lisa Scovern.  
The service project chair is Jami Brewer. 

GAME NIGHT  
February 3, 2014   

Missing your 9 x 13, muffin tin, or other dishes ?  We have placed dishes on a table in the atrium that were 
left in the kitchen.  Please pick up your dishes asap.  In February we will donate any dishes that have been 
left.   
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             Thank you to everyone who made my Christmas extra special this year. 
Thank you very much.  Love, Teresa   Night Custodian                         
    

Thank you very much for your continued support.  With your help we fed 2894 people and 
helped 1392 with clothing.  We had 63 new families this year and also helped some fire 
victims.  We appreciate your support!   
Sincerely, Candy Lorkowski   Tallmadge Good Neighbors 
 

All of us here at Faithful Servants Care Center would like to hank all of the wonderful volunteers at the First 
Congregational Church of Tallmadge for taking the time to so generously donate and deliver meals to our   
volunteers at FSCC.  You play such a vital role in the FSCC family and we deeply appreciate your generosity.  
We want to wish you a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!  Drs. Mark and Sue Meyer 
 

Thank you to everyone for the kind gifts you gave me during the Christmas Season.  Steve Ristich 
 

My family and I would like to thank all the members of our Church Family for their cards and kind expres-
sions of sympathy on the passing of my amazing mother, Elnora McKay. She was  born in 1916,when electric 
lights and the automobile were in their infancy, and women did not yet have the right to vote. She lived a 
wonderful life.  Again, I say Thank you and God Bless!    Marie Zimmer  
 

 WOW! I was overwhelmed by the cards and phone calls during my recovery of a hip replacement.  If I have 
not spoken to you directly with a ‘thank you’, please allow me to thank each of you for your thoughtfulness.  
In a time of electronic communications, we often forget the importance of personal expressions and contact 
through a phone call or someone taking the time to write and send a card / note.  There is something about 
getting a card that allows you to hold it and reflect ….. to see the face or hand what wrote those important 
words.  Dr. John’s visit to the hospital, phone call, and home visit were greatly appreciated.  It is so good to 
be with such caring people in this church.  Again, thank you.  Bill Hostutler 
 

Dear Friends, 
On behalf of Rev. Jeff Kaiser, Executive Director and John Carney, Clothing Coordinator, we would like to 
thank you for thinking of Haven of Rest Ministries with the donation of 28lbs. of underclothes.  What a praise 
receiving these much needed items.  We truly appreciate your 4th and 5th graders at First Congregational 
Church taking such a great project on.  Thank you again for helping us continue to reach out to the needy 
with the love of Christ and for the special blessing you have provided for a needy person!                                    
With Appreciation, Michael Solosky        Donor Relations Coordinator 
 

Dear Congregation,  On behalf of all those in the National and Global Ministries of the UCC, who are your 
sisters and brothers in ministry, thank you for your gift of $1,727.00 towards WCM International Emergency 
relief.  (Typhoon Haiyan)   Rev. Geoffrey A. Black  General Minister and President 
 

An Inadequate Note of Thanksgiving: 

These words will not be enough to express my immense gratitude to this congregation for your great support 
for me and my wife Betsy, and our children James and Sam, following the death of my father-in-law in        
December. You have surrounded us with support, in spoken words and cards and prayers, during his final ill-
ness and in the weeks since he passed. I am particularly thankful to John Schluep and Wendy Brown and the 
rest of the staff for taking up my work and encouraging me to spend the time I needed with our family. I am 
one of many who have been deeply blessed by Harry Craft, who welcomed me at the side his youngest child 
with open arms, a jovial grace, and deep love. Thank you for caring for us during this time. You are bearers 
of God's love and grace. 

 Matt 
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General Operating Fund Note:  During December, 2013, receipts of $49,789 were $5,416 above the monthly 
budget.  Actual expenses for November were $43,033 leaving a surplus for the month of $6,756 and a year-to
-date deficit of ($300).  Your generous response in Faith Offerings during the Christmas season has been a 
blessing.  Signing up for electronic transfers remains an easy way to meet your monthly pledge goals.        
Support for the SCRIP Program was overwhelming during December.   

   

STEWARDSHIP 
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UPCOMING SUNDAYS/SERVICES 

Preaching Schedule: 

January 26    Dr. Matt Wooster 

February 2    Dr. John Schluep 

February 9    Dr. John Schluep 

February 16   Dr. Matt Wooster 

February 23  Dr. John Schluep 

January 26  Jon & Mindy Hill, Don & Judy Woerz 

February 2  George & Patsy Lowe, Alleen Hilbish, Suzanne Kiewit 

February 9   Gary & Kim Fulton, Terri Poff, Shelly Williams 

February 16   Charles & Kris Lally, Carol & Gary Myers 

February 23   Jim & Vivian McNenny, Jack & Helen McKee 

 

     Altar Flowers 

 

January 26 

February 2 

February 9  Peverall 

February 16 

February 23 Bachus 

 

January 26  Roger & Sue Lyons, Denny & Chris Thompson 

February 2  Dave & Joni Peters, Vic & Bev Green 

February 9  Ken Brown, Scouts 

February 16  Frank & Rebecca Moore, Jim & Dee West 

February 23  Fred & Annette Pederson, Terri Poff, Shelly Williams 

USHERS 

Church  Attendance 

December 22 

8:30 Worship     53 

10:00 Worship  232 

 

December 24 

5:00  Worship   264 

10:00 Worship  305 

 

December 29 

10 am Worship   204 

 

January 5 

8:30 am     Worship   39 

10:00 am   Worship  211 

 

January 12 

8:30 a.m.   Worship   33 

10:00 a.m. Worship  228 

 

January 19 

8:30 Worship      34 

10:00 Worship  220 

Our next Red Envelope is Sunday February 2, 2014.   

The red envelope is a part of your “My Offerings”            

envelopes. The red envelope is designated for the        

Emergency Fund and the money is used for covering      

repairs only.   
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January/February 
 Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 27 

 

 

7 pm Heritage 

 

28 

7am Bagnoli 

Bible Study 
 

10:30 Poetry 

class 

 

 

29 

9 am Quilters 
 

9:30  The Bible & 

the News 

 

 

30 

9:30 WF Brd. 

2 pm Golden 
Tones 

6 Youth                  
Fellowship 
7 Youth Bells 
6:30 Chancel        
choir 
8 Chancel Ringers 

31 

 

1 

 3 

6:30 WNI Game 

night 

 

7 pm Heritage 
 

 

4   7am Bagnoli 

Bible Study 

10:30 Poetry 

class 

12:00 Congrega-
tors 
2:00 sr. advisory 
 

7:30 All God’s 

Children 

5 

9 am Quilters 
 

9:30  The Bible & 

the News 

6 

2– Golden Tones 

6 Youth                  

Fellowship 

7 Youth Bells 
6:30 Chancel        
choir 
8 Chancel Ringers 

7 8 

 10 
 
7 pm Yarning for 

Peace– D.Bacon 

 
 
7 pm Heritage 

11 
7am Bagnoli 
Bible Study 
 

 
 

7 board mtgs 
8:15 Exec.     
council 

12 

9 am Quilters 
 

9:30  The Bible & 

the News 

 

6:00 Stephen Min 

13 

2 -Golden tones 

6 Youth                  

Fellowship 

7 Youth Bells 
6:30 Chancel        
choir 
8 Chancel Ringers 

14 

Deadline for     

Herald 

15 

 17 PRESIDENT’S    

DAY 

7: Heritage 

 

7:00 pm WNI-

Board Mtg –

David Bacon 

18 
7am Bagnoli 
Bible Study 
 
10:30 Poetry 
class-Library 
 

6:30 Card 
making/
stamping class 

19 

9 am Quilters 
 

9:30  The Bible & 
the News 
 

Herald 

20 

2– Golden Tones 

6 Youth                  

Fellowship 

7 Youth Bells 
6:30 Chancel 
choir 
8 Chancel Ringers 

21 

Middle School  

Lock In 

22 

 

 

26 

8:30 Worship 

10 am Worship 

 

 

 

7 pm– Sr. Hi Fellow-
ship 
 

 

 

2   Subs– Super 

 8:10  Prayer 

 Chain 

Communion 

8:30 worship 

9:00 New   Members        
Orientation 
10:00 am Worship               

6 pm WJHM 

 

9  

8:30 Worship 

10 am Worship 

 

Scout Sunday 

 

11:30 Sr. Hi Lunch 

club 

 

 

16 

8:30 Worship 

10 am Worship 

 

 

 

6 pm WJHM 
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Spiritual/ Pastoral Care Ministry Contacts 

Pastoral staff   Rev. Dr. John Schluep   Senior Pastor & Warrior’s Journey Home Ministry    330.633.4931 jschluepfcc@sbcglobal.net 

          Rev. Dr. Matt Wooster  Associate Pastor       330.633.4931 mcwooster@yahoo.com 

   

Heart’s in Service  Barbara Rowles   330.733.2008  34babs@sbcglobal.net 

Life’s Journey Ministry Leslie Taylor   330.687.0881  ltaylor@services4aging.org 

Prayer Chain  Dorothy Taylor   330.633.3008 

Stephen Ministry  Jackie Parker   330.867.7149  jackieinministry@att.net 

   Ron Mitchell   330.633.4055  Mitchell_rd@hotmail.com 

   Tom Letzler   330.699.9794  tletzler@neo.rr.com 

Yarning for Peace  Dee West                    330.633.4421  dwest890@aol.com 

Staff E-Mail Addresses 

Nancy Beken  Administrative Assistant & Secretary  tallmadgefcc@sbcglobal.net 

Beth Loresch  Receptionist, Herald, Bulletin   bethfcc@sbcglobal.net 

Wendy Brown  Director of Christian Education  wbrownfcc@sbcglobal.net 

Nancy Lynn Robinson  Director of Music / Organist   nrbgp@aol.com    

Denise Daniels  Chancel Ringers    Jackspsych@aol.com   

Bill Hoover  Finance Administrator   bhooverfcc@sbcglobal.net 

Steve Ristich  Head Custodian  (Mon-Fri, Day Shift) 

Teresa Snyder  Assistant Custodian  (Mo,Tu,We & Th) 

Mark Bell   Assistant Custodian 

DATE:  January 22, 2014 

___________________________________________________________________ 


